
   
 

Study in China 

Reason to Study in China 

China has become one of the most popular study abroad destinations for international students 
because of its long history and exciting culture. In 2012, more than 320,000 students from over 
180 countries came to China to study for either degree or non-degree programs. 

Around 600 colleges and universities are accredited to admit 

international students. 

Employment Advantage 

When it comes to economics, China has been the world’s fastest growing country for the past 
30 years. China’s GDP recently surpassed Japan’s to become the world’s second largest 
economy after the United States. The world’s top 500 companies all do business in China, with 
many choosing to base their Asia-Pacific headquarters in the bustling Chinese cities of Hong 
Kong, Shanghai and Beijing. 

The current rise of China has made it very clear that people who can speak Chinese and have 
firsthand experience of living in China are going to have a great advantage in terms of 
employment. China serves as a huge market for multinational corporations, and employers are 
well aware that a real understanding of China, Chinese culture and Chinese people is a big plus 
for those who want to become the world’s next generation of leaders. 

Education in China 

Quality of Education and International Recognition 

The academic qualifications awarded by Chinese universities are recognised by most 
developed countries. The Chinese government has signed an agreement on mutual recognition 
of academic qualifications with a number of countries including the United States, Britain, 
France, Japan and 65 other countries and regions. 

Health & Safety 

International students are required to buy both medical insurance and personal accidental death 
and injury insurance, which can be obtained either in their own country or in China after arrival. 

 Insurance: about £60 (US$100) a year. 



   
 

 Medical examination fee (if not already taken in the student’s home country): the cost of a 
medical examination in China depends on each city’s local health and epidemic prevention 
department. In Beijing the cost is around US$100. 

 The Chinese government passed amendments in April 2010, revising laws on border health 
quarantine and on the control of entry and exit of aliens. Foreigners have to state their HIV 
status when seeking a Chinese visa. 

 Private gun ownership is banned in China and the violent crime rate is relatively low, making the 
country a generally safe place to study. That said, foreigners are natural targets for pickpockets 
and thieves, but students shouldn’t have any problems as long as you keep your wits about you. 

 Air pollution is becoming a serious problem in many Chinese cities due to increasing 
industrialism. People with respiratory conditions should seek advice from their doctor before 
travel. 

University Intakes 

 The closing date for applications is usually in April or May of the year of entry. The majority of 
universities only have an autumn entry, starting in September. 

Average Tuition Fees in China 

Studying and living in China is cheaper than studying and living in European countries, the U.S., 
Japan, South Korea and many other countries. 

For example, for non-EU citizens the tuition fee for studying at a UK university is at least 7000 
pounds (about 10,000 U.S. dollars) annually. The cost of living can even reach up to 13,000 
pounds. Meanwhile, the United States and Australia have the world’s most expensive tuit ion 
fees. 

On the other hand, in China, the tuition fees per semester are generally no more than 1000 U.S. 
dollars, a number of short-term language courses cost just a few hundred dollars. Food and 
consumption in China are as affordable as it gets. 

Cost of Living 

Although prices in China are rising, the cost of living is relatively low. You can live fairly 
comfortably on US$15 a day.  

Typical costs in China (GBP, March 2015) 

 Apartment rent, 1 bedroom: £192 – £343 per month 
 Meal, inexpensive restaurant: £2.17 
 Meal at McDonalds: £3.03 
 Cappuccino: £2.87 
 Coke/Pepsi (0.33 litre bottle): £0.35 
 Water (0.33 litre bottle): £0.21 
 Loaf of bread: £1.01 



   
 

 Cigarettes: £1.62 
 One-way ticket local transport: £0.22 
 Cinema ticket: £6.50 

Admission Requiremnets 

Each program at any Chinese universities has its own requirements for entry. Before you start 

your application, please read the Entry Requirements carefully while you’re browsing the 

program’s page. Make sure that you are able to meet the requirements and provide copies of 

the relevant documents. 

In accordance with the types of programs, basic requirements of most universities are as 
follows: 

 Non-degree programs of Chinese language and culture 
 Bachelor’s degree programs 
 Master’s degree programs 
 Doctoral degree programs 

General Entry Requirements 

International students who want to study at Chinese universities must meet the general 
requirements set out by both the Chinese government and the university they apply to.  

Admission Requirements of the Chinese Government 

1. Applicant must be a real student, who holds a student or visitor visa; 
2. No criminal records. Applicants from some countries are requested to provide a non-criminal 

certificate notarized and certified by the Chinese Embassy; 
3. Some official sectors restrict the number of applicants from certain countries; 
4. Applicants should have the appropriate qualifications and be able to meet all the requirements 

(in accordance with the school requirements), be in a reliable financial state and have a 
guarantor in China; 

5. Transfer students need to provide the agreement certificate from the two schools. 

For more information regarding the requirements of the Chinese Government, please contact 
with the Chinese Ministry of Education or China Scholarship Council. 

Admission Requirements of Chinese Universities 

In accordance with different levels of degree, Chinese universities have different requirements 
for all enrolees. Before applying, you must carefully review these requirements. 

 Usually, non-degree language and culture programs have minimum requirements; as long as 
you have obtained a high school diploma, you can apply for admission. 



   
 

 Chinese-medium degree programs (i.e. degree programs taught in Mandarin Chinese) require 
the applicant to provide HSK results to prove their Chinese language proficiency. Applicants for 
master’s degrees also need to provide a copy of transcripts and recommendation letters. 

 English-medium programs do not require HSK results. Instead, applicants for English-medium 
programs should provide recognized English proficiency tests such as TOEFL or IELTS. 
(English native speakers or those who hold an academic degree taught in English need not 
provide test scores). 

 More and more universities are starting to offer international programs taught in English. These 
programs will no longer require HSK examination results and are suitable for international 
applicants. 

This is a list of requirements for different programs: (Applicants may search for degree 
programs by degree level  according to your personal educational background and the following 
requirements.) 

How to Apply Visa 

Apply for a Chinese Visa 

Students who intend to study in China need to apply for a visa. Foreign students studying in 
China are required to hold an ordinary passport and either a X1 visa (study period of more than 
180 days) or a X2 visa (study period of no more than 180 days.). 

Applicants should apply for a Chinese visa from their nearest Chinese Embassy or Consulate. 

Types of Chinese Student Visa 

Please note: If you intend to study in China, only the following three categories of visa are 
appropriate for you. X1 visa is issued to those who 

intend to study in China for a period of more than 180 days. 

X1 Visa Required Documentation 

1. Original passport with at least six months of remaining validity and blank visa pages, and a 
photocopy of the passport’s data page and the photo page if it is separate. 

2. One completed Visa Application Form with a recently-taken color passport photo (bare-head, 
full face) against a light background attached. 

3. Proof of legal stay or residence status (applicable to those not applying for the visa in their 
country of citizenship) 

4. Original and photocopy of the Admission Letter issued by a school or other entities in China. 
5. Original and photocopy of “Visa Application for Study in China” (Form JW201 or Form JW202). 
6. Physical Examination Record for Foreigner (Pakistani students it has 

to be attested by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Islamabad. 



   
 
Besides the documentation mentioned above, other documents might be required by visa 
officers in order to decide whether to issue the visa on a case by case basis. 

X2 Via Required Documentation 

X2 visa is issued to those who intend to study in China for a period of no more than 180 days. 

1. Original passport with at least six months of remaining validity and blank visa pages, and a 
photocopy of the passport’s data page and the photo page if it is separate. 

2. One completed Visa Application Form with a recently-taken color passport photo (bare-head, 
full face) against a light background attached. 

3. Proof of legal stay or residence status (applicable to those not applying for the visa in their 
country of citizenship) 

4. Original and photocopy of Admission Notice issued by a school or other entities in China. 

Besides the documentation mentioned above, other documents might be required by visa 
officers in order to decide whether to issue the visa on a case by case basis. 

How to Apply 

 You may submit the application to the consular office of the Chinese Embassies or Consulates 
in person. 

 Or you can entrust someone else (e.g. friends, relatives), a travel agency or a visa agency to act 
on your behalf if you can’t come personally. Power of attorney is not required. 

 Mailed applications are not accepted and will be refused by most of Chinese embassies or 
consulates. 

 Appointment is not required by most embassies and consulates. But if you are required to 
submit application to CVASC, you may need to make an online appointment via CVASC’s 
website.a 

Processing Time 

The regular processing time is 4 working days. If you want to collect your visa earlier, the 
express service and rush service are available. Express Service: 2-3 working days processing; 
extra fees may will be charged. Rush Service (for emergencies): 1 working day processing; 
extra fees will be charged. 

Applicant for Residence Permit 

Foreign students should pay attention to the following changes: 

1. Applicant for Residence Permit must make application IN PERSON at the police station EVERY 
TIME when applying for the Residence Permit. 



   
 

2. Calculation of the Residence Permit: Applicant must make application 30 days before the expiry 
date (i.e. make application about 40 days with your university before the expiry date). Even if 
you apply much earlier than the expiry date, the police office will only calculate the new expiry 
date according to the current expiry date. (This is very beneficial to international students.) 

3. The Visa/Residence Permit of Study Type: the minimum duration applied for is 180 days (half a 
year). You may apply for once a short time visa (S Type Visa; less than 180 days) when you 
finish your study here and go back to your home country. 

4. Only X1 Visa is eligible to apply for a student’s Residence Permit. Other types of visa are not 
applicable in this case. X2 Visa is used for leaving China only; cannot be converted into other 
types of visa. 

5. No matter any of your relatives comes to visit you, you should report to the Police Station; if 
there is no significant/serious reason of leaving China, no report is required when your relative 
leaves China. Dropping-out or quitting-school students must report to the Police Station when 
leaving China. 

6. Part-time Work: foreign students are permitted to do part-time work in China now. The university 
should issue a Consent Letter; the hiring unit/company should issue a Certification; the police 
station will then mark on your visa “Part-time-work; Part-time-study”. The hiring unit/company 
cannot be changed; expect high amount of fine if you violate this law. 

7. Illegal Residence: you will be charged RMB￥500/day, maximum RMB￥10,000 of charge, or, 

more than 5 days but less than 15 days of detention. 
8. The Visa & Residence Permit processing time is longer now. You will probably get your 

passport again 20 days after you make the application 
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